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CHANGE OF METHODS

o
Greek and' Latin Must Be Spoken
as Well as
Written:

TIME TO MAKE BEGINNING

Real Instruction 'Will! Result in

Keen ‘Enjoyment for
Student. ‘

BY CHARLES W. BAIN, M., A,

In  that, brilliant comedy of “The
Froge, Aristophanes, with the keen-
est inaight Into literary and ' moral
purposes, dlesects the poetle composl-
tlons of the twa mighty poets, Aeschy-
lus egnd Eurlpldes, The strife iz a
battla royal. betwesn the great poets;
Thelr' poems are 'brought' forth,
welghed ‘and criticized in every pos-
slblo manner to find out which of them
twain should be earried bagk to earth
to | rehabilitate fallan Athens. Tha
final judgment 18 {n favor of Aeschy-
lus, ‘and Llonysus, the god of wine
and patron delty  of comedy, loads
‘Aesgohylus back to ‘edarth with a flour-
1gh ot “triumphant trumpets. Honor
and glory are to. ho ' restorad (to
tsiolet-crownéd Athens'' Aristophanes
and his party despised BEuripides.
‘Aeachylus appealed to the higher in-
Blincty, the finer qualities, the reafon
of Lhe Athenlans, ' His poetry braathed
lofty patriotlsm, and |ts eftect was to
ralse men to a higher view of life.
Euripldes, on the othar 'hand, be-
longed to the new school,. He was
far in advance of the conservative
Aeschylus and Aristophanes. He had

x foreseon and cageriy selzed. the more
modern - ideas, and had {ncorporated
them {nto his poetry, He forced upon
the tragic stage all the lower, humbler
means ' that -awake the popular
emotions, and so for a time captured
tho larger ‘audiences, for the lower
always finds a wider circle of sup-
jporters. . As artlst, as poet, it {8 true,

. Euripides had degraded the great na-
tional religion of tragedy, but no poet
has more completely fathomed the
dapths of human emotlon than did this
great tragedian 'of 2500 years ago,
Later gencritions have come to  a
saner view, und now hoth poets reign
supreme {n thelr respective spheres.
Now all who read independently and
do not form- thelr views and oplnions
after the dictum ef another, acknowl-
edge that both poets are great, how=

- ‘ever much they ‘may. differ in. their
modesiof working and thelr pointslof
view, . Z

Claswical Studies, 5

This Mlttlo slory can be’wvery well
applled to tho conditlon:of the clas-
sical’ atudies,” which oncs ruled 'su-
preme in/the sphere of educational
oireles, Theay weare the Aeschylug of
the schools and colleges, they led to
a higher and nobler view of life, and
their votaries strove earnestly for the
uplift of humanlty,  The girile bo-
tween the: classice and other studies
1= not at all of modcrn origin: Indeed.
it 18 much’ older than many people
seom to think.' It Iz the way of men
to attack whatever {s up on & pin-

I nacle, to Insh and cast down what-
ever i exalted, It Is & part of the
continuous ebb and flow of life. In
the middle eges the sylloglstic method
was all-conquerlng, " but later -ages
thought this was not the hest method
for ‘man, and It" has passed into
oblivion, for systems of education
must change to sult the altéred con-
ditions of advanclng' civilization.

Light was brought into the dark-
ness of the world of the middle ages,
when Petrarch was Inspired with the
intense’' desiro to lecarn, and busled
{mlmself with searching out lost manu-
scripts’ of the great! Latin writers. It
is greatly to be regretted that Pst-
rarch was Ignorant. of Greek, for the
impetus that was glven by him’ to
Jearning and which was turned 1in
favor of Latin, might -have saved many
& .Gresk manuscript and’ pregerved to
the world somo’ of the great literary
treasures that we know ' exlsted at
that' time, while ‘1t would’ have, at
the same time, made secure the hold
Latin ‘then had on 'the world, Latin
was at’that time the language of the

. world; scholars llke Brasmus, of. a:
loter date, even desplsad the modarn
langunges, for Latin continuedi.to be
the language of the polite and political
world a5 .well as 'the language of the
chureh, =

There wag no danger, therefora, that
Latin' 'could he' hurt, while 'the fact
that Greek was. at that time bhelng
spread into the western world by the
Hugitlves from Byzanilum, much was
lost - bacause  tho scholars of Europse
could: not’ understind the language.
Tor this reason it could not beltaken
‘up ‘and) conserved ‘with' the avidity
with which! Tatin ‘wad studled and
propagated among all nations; Petrarch
himselfibliterly lamented the fact that
he could®not:read the Homer in the
original, 'which had been presented/to
him by & famous: Byzantine scholar,
and was compelled'to gat him to make
~g translation into Latin for him, Crude
‘af was thls translatlon, it 'was enough
to ahow toithat appreclatlyeiintellact
the beautles and ‘glorles of .the rich-
est and most flexlble language. ever
molded by tha lips of man, Ho keon
wag  his enjoyment that' the ‘mighty
scholar never lgeased to regret  that
the real Homer was & sealed! book for
whlm, 1 |

Flrst Flght Started, | .
It was Franecls fVayland, presidant

of Brown Unlversity, I ‘bellave, who
in the ‘early forties toolk up the oud-
Eeld ngalnat the' classles, not!bascouse
he degplsed them,  but' becauso ' he
thought that they occupied too:large
and, prominent: part in the  curriouln
of our.schools and: colleges, |'He It
WeS who gave the lmpetus to the Aight
egainsgt tham, but hig purposa was not
to displace ‘them entlrely, as someé’ of
S 'hig moro ardent and loss able follows
; ers-waould have us do; hut'to make:

cplace for ‘lhagrowlng =clenges, phys

+ \“plosl apdldessariptive, s Wall &8 b=
; tetraot, TtUiE alfact! often, if ‘not nl-
iweys, overlooksd, that: tha true fm-
Sglae to solentiio; study ‘arose from
tha "classieal schopls,  for'thel great

erman, glassionl soholarg frat Intros
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EACHING THE CLASSICS

DAIN, M.

duced the world to sclentific methods
of study, which later passed over to
the enemy. It is this fact, too, 'that
has had so much to do-with the down-
fall of the classics’in the curricula of
‘our -modern- schools  and rcoleges,.
/1t altered the entire, method . of
studying 'language. Language <should
not. be studied 'as. aiscienca till ihe
student {8 in'the latest perlod of Its
study.. Language le g natoral Hnheri-
tance of us all)ieven tha stupid and
dull,  The'mdst igoorant, the veriest
dullard, even thoss of wealc mentality,

‘can aocguire .language If it:be taken

.to them In the right way. The wenke

lings who dally hear a language, even |

{t they cannot read or write,  (will
ultimately ~acquire’ soma knowledge
of 'it, whather it be natlye or forelgn
All that'is necessary for the acqulsi-
tion of a language ig to:hear (L spoken
daily.  The most !mportant: part in
the zcqulrement of a language is the
vocabulary, and In the case of an In-
flected language the forms.  When
these are actually possessed, are car-
rled about in the brain, so that they)
can ‘he used whenever occaslon de-
mands, the rest of language Is:easy.
The correct, syntax, the finer discrim-
inations, the orndte position of words,
the rhetorical comblnatlons, etle, come
afterwards and belong to the sclentific
study of language. We'all knoyw, that
there are thousands of people among
us who can speak English,” can even
read It with Intelllgence ‘and enjoy-
ment, who canpot decline ‘g noun or
conjugate & verb. Our most cultured
paople, save those who follow the pro-
fesslon of teaching,” remember ' littls
or nothing qf  the' technicalitios ot
Engllsh grammar after they heve been
out of school ten ot fifteen years’ It
is a notorlous fact that peopls da not
learn to sSpeak their native tongue
correctly from books, but'from homs
life, from hearlng: it'spoken
Without any technical' knowladge of
English grammar, they can understand,
anything that s written, can’converss
on eny toplc and cdn enjoy any waorl.
This was/ the conditionlof  the study
of the classice before the pariod of
intense /classicisin'came into \fhgugﬁ
At this time Greek’and Latin: were
spoken . languages—Greek | by | the
scholars'qf tha world, Latin by every-
body. 7 -

The first Instruction 'ivas.by. word!
‘of mouth, not by the.formal and-tar-;
/rible grammar bristling with all sorts

of unknown and peoullar shapep and
forms, which 'often “brightened . the
most eager and intelligent. (It isitrus
dat thisiperlod many ‘mistakes  wera
made, many expressions  not sanc-
tloned by the writings of Clcero 'or of
Demosthenes ‘and/ the orators, 'were ln
use, mistakes in forms were made, tha
beloved subjunctive or ‘optativeswere
sometimes not-uged where striot olag-
slciam might demand them: but what
Ware' these minor. crrors compared to
the wlde reading and keen enjoyment
such men got from the classica?. We
of ‘to-day ‘can caorrect| many of  their
errors, oan ipoint out “'the ' '‘corrept
‘Clearonian on Demosthenean. expras-
slon, can 'stigmatiza  this ' or  that
nphraso. as ' ate! or '‘Yunclasslo,"” \ but
can we read and writs thess heautiful
languages with tue ease’ and  intel-
ligenca) that  our betters of former
days cauld? ]

The advent of clagsiciem 'dld away
with all this,  Hyery word, every
phrage, every  construdtion, . must nhow
e made to tally with what Cloero in
Latin or Demosthenes {n Greek might
hayve .written under. simllar ‘eiroum-
stances.  The | languages | wero. no
longer  studled, butiall timeiand at-
tention, were now given /to special
nuthors ‘and’ to searching out | the
hidden ways iof phelp dlotion. A mosy
halpfull and 'stimulating exercise, but
not guch’ tood as should:be fadito tha
young, It 1a'almost ne crimlnal as to
feed n young baby: on. turkey stuffed
with (o¥sters and on:plum puddlng.,

i {iteople Tevolt.

“iBven 'In’ ‘tha . church, | clessicism

LLoRced 1ia' tyrant ham&'.m};' $04 - hag

daily.,.

was put on “excommunicars” and the
classical expression, “interdlcers ignl
et aqua,’ was substituted. This was
2n_ ahsurdlty. ‘As Horace long ages
ago uafd,” the pedple arc’ masters of
language, and 'no coteria of schalars,
however brilliant and powerful, can
run 'counter to thelr ‘wighes In such
matterd.’. Tha ‘people,  therefore, re-
volted agalnst this sort of strict clas-
slcism, gnd’the result wns the death
blow' to: spoken;Greek and La'ln
With this death came into belng the

| and community conditlons do not group

CONSOLIDATION

PROPER CO-ORDINATION OF WORK |

OF THE SGHOOLS

As Well as'the Virginia Method ||
of Transporting Children
to School,

BY' J. D. EGGLESTON, JIt.,
Bitate Superintendent of Public Inatruc-
. tlon, 2

[An address delivered bafore the Coti~
ference for Educatlon jn the South, at
Little Rock, Arkansas, April 7, 1810.]

Onpe of vour Committee on Program
has written me that It wag the dealra
of the committes that I should glve
my experlence and observation In re-
gard to ‘the consolidation of ‘schools
and the tranaportation of children.

This, then, ls  my excuse for tha
seeming provincinliem of dlscussing
thig “'toplo ' from the viewpoint of
actual experience In my natlve State.
The lteratura of the subject I3 bound-
fers. ‘"You are no doubt as famillar
with 1t'as I am, but your committes,
at least, "is interested In an anawer
to. the question, “How do these things
work InlVirginia?z)

By oconsolldation |s meant tha group-
ing of emall schools Inte a central
achool. The number of our schools
consolidated” has varied from two to
scven. Hometimes these consolidations
ars effected’ without public transporte-
tlon, and somsetimes with {t, Wea have
no {ronclad’ rule, and will not Have
one, becausa zhlldren and papulation

themselves eccording to Ironelad rules.
We taks the conditions as we find
them, and:act accordingly.

When | consolldation and transpor-
tation were stirted as definlte polfcles
In Virginla five vears ngo, thera wera,
naturally prophecies of cortain fallure.
I supposa tha objections are tha same
everywhere: that the peopla will not
consent to glve up their llttla' schools;:
that the distances arc too great for
tne, childrea (o reach the (entral
schools’ without great hardship: that:
the roads are too bad to haul the chil-
dren; that the chlldren wlill freeze to
death, or at least be frost-bitten while
walting for the wagons or while being
transported; and that the cost la too
great.

Each of these objections has been
successfully met. I shall not attempt
to take them up seriatim, but I hopse

[SONE GREAT EDUCATIONAL NEE]

R. E. BLACKWELL,

Randolph-Mncon College, Ashland, Va,

to. nnswer each objection while dla-
cussing this subject

During -the fifth year of this policy
wo have from 150 to 1680 wagons run-
ning In all sectlons of tha State, and
undepr almost every possible: céndition.
‘Wea have routes zs'long as sight miles,
and’as short as two and ‘m haif miies.
We have wagons on good roads and
bad _roads; on lavel = roads! and
mountain roads; pn rocky rouds and
sind’ roads; on. macadam roxds ‘.ud
red-cley:roads. ' Wai have transporta-
tion' wagona: of the latestiand mast
modern’ type, ‘and “we have drdlnary

day.

each: day,

(Continued on:Second Page.)

farm, wagons, fitted up for the rnew and

tatlon,
preclous freight. “"We have ono-horse

and two-horss wagons, and In one In-
stanca we have a four-horse trana-
portation wagons—or “kid-car,” as it 18
called—which

between: for{ys

five end' fifty children toschool every
In addltion te’ this:'we' have in
ons place in Southwest Virginla the
use 0f A dummy ‘line” which ‘hauls''a
large number of children back'and forth
£ The . rollroad and! slectric
lines are largely .used, ‘specinl rates
being allowed the children,  In soma
of 'tha' communities ‘where ' there’ I8
‘consolidation without public tranapor-
the children’ ride '‘horse-back
or-use private vehlcles—wagons,buggles

lumbia, comprehensively d
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:and

*jumpers.”” To encourage the
children to uso ihese, we bullt shelter-
ed! stalls at/the rear of many of the
schools' grounds. L ¥,

. Last fall T-visited a new consofidated
school 1n Hallfax county, and at some
distance toihe tead of tha aschaolhousa
I countad twenty-ons' horases ecating
theirtdinner In covered’ stalle, ' Five
schools were marged.into  thigjcentral
‘sthaol, which {8 situdted dniseven acres
of‘land. -This {s & country schnol,jand
the farmera themeselves inaugurated the
movement for consolldatlon, '‘To ‘this
gchool, n8 to mosat of' the other con-
solidated ones, chlldron will'go a long
distands, ‘and In' 20 doing will|‘pass
by the: doors of smallar achools: whloh
they formerly attended and which have
not yet boen olosed. Such-schools soon
starve for, lack of attendanze, Thla
{s one mathod of clozlng them.

Thia: s 'a sufficlent  answer! to the
objection that the peopla will not'con-
sent  to ‘give up their'littls schools:'

Is ‘consolidation essential to plproper
solution ofthe; rural school problem?
I bslieve that it is, and I belleva that
thig {s now’unlvereally admitted cmong
thinking poople. This does not mean,
of - courae, that we wlll' not’ always
have the: amall school.  In fagct, so) far
A5 Wea' can now ace, we willi always
hove. one.and’two-room- achools, and
‘2 great many of them. !

‘The limltatlons of time forbid a very
extended’ disdusslon ‘of . the !Kkinds  of
schools nesded In our country districts,
In faat, beforo this intelligent nudience
sucha discussion does not ' Eeem’toibe
necessary. Most of us agrao that the
problem we have not solyed, but must
Holve, - {s- how ‘to maks the, country
school “fit. pountry  life. ' Only:.that
schools tulflls its migsion which roachos
out''and touches Intelllgently, aympa-
theticdlly, ' constantly’ and ‘coensclously
every -aociel and econemlc interesg that
concerns its community. AR

‘And -so0' when I Bpeak of the' con-
solidated school In Virginla,” I 'mean &
grouplng, ~at- some central - polnt,: of
small‘schocls Into’ a larger school! for
the purposs of ‘workingiout this'great
problem. ©This consolidatlon, therafors,
means much more than the mere group-
ing, of small ‘schools’ under, one. root:
1t . means \much mote than the . usunl
grading ofitha children 'according| to

‘thelr capacitles and sdvancemant din

tha study.of:books, LRI

Its deeper and more sign'fAcant mean-
Ing - may be.found in tha. fact. that It
makes ‘possible ‘a more’ dlgnlfiedand
bgautifulsruature, which{in |tself en-
hances' the (reapect:of: thecommunity
for the) school; thatilt’ emables larger
playgrounds: to  be | provided,’ and
healthy, interesting ‘and  properly dl-
dected 'mames to be Inaugurated for
the children’and youth'of the comniu-
nity; that it makes pogslble tha school-
garden 'and the agrigultural plot and
manual tralning and domestic solence;
that It makes' caslar tha study of the
eaonomla interesta’ 'of| tha: community
by ‘teaching ! the  arithmatlc, physlos,
chemlatry, - goography, : history, i lan-
guage and:composition ‘that look to-
wards, and not awasy from, thes form;
that' It\'makes possibla  tha formation
of i children’s noclatles, of co-operative
Industries for  the women and men,
and  of lcitizens'' leagues for ‘the con~

‘tinued  oversight and//Improvement of

the mohooli that, by bringing togsther
larger ‘groups! of childrens and ' larger
Eroups of oltlzens, 1t tends to socialize
the isolated dlatricta by taking the
chlldren and thelv parents out of thelr
small and  narrow environments, and
glving themian enlarged. sooial vision
and ocontaok; it ' therefore not anly
malkes  the bhoy and girl| diesatisfied
with a defclent or uninviting snviron.
ment,’ but it) takes ‘the next.logleal
and ‘necesgary stop of givipg, the boy
and | glrl'hoth 'the capacity’ and ‘the
deslre to return to' that environment
and improve (it. ‘It tenda ‘to’'minlmize
the influence  of the antl-social patron,
who, unlesa ho'can control the amall
gchool, may thraateni to: hreak It up
by withdrawing his patronage—and it
thereforg tends to maxlmlae the''comn-
munity 1ife’ as agnipst: tha  individual,

~Buto it

Recognition of chti_on of Dit: .
ferent Kinds of School ~ ail
‘Suggested.

MISTAKE: MADE AFTER WAR

Place 'in  State for, University:!
Training Schooljand High
' *'Séhool,

" One of the greatest noeds In the ed.
ucationnl system of Virginia and inith
other Southern States {8 the pr
co-ordination of the work of the va
rlous schools and a proper recogniti
of the functlon of the different kin
of schools.. A Jladsirous mistake th
was mada after the war was the polic
adopted by ithe nlgher institutions
learning of taking studentis before the
had  finishied \\thelr academy’ courss,
This tended to! breik down. the ol
univeraity schools, and made it almoat
Impossibla. to’ establish' ‘high’|schoolk
A wige polley would havel preserye
and fostered schools of the type repre
sented by Gordon McCabe's universit
gchool. Vanderbilt! Univeraity, ' b3
plrsuing the rightipolicy, hagibuilt u
& number of such  iraining schools: i
Virginla we' destroyed 'moat of 't o
weo already had. :

Tho loss wlll long be felt; for, how
ever great ihe "value of the ‘publl
high achool, there is a work to be don
for 'a certain class 'of boys, and;per
haps’ for all boys at acertain. stgm
ofthelr 'development, that cannatab
dode  except! by 'the 'old ‘universit
sclicols. No better agency [ for th
training of ‘the minds of boys andith
development 'of thelr charactersi ha
yet been discovered. The high schools
with their lady {teachors and the pres:
ence of such'a predominance ofigirl
In the clisdes, as essontial as  thes
achools are in our educational sys
tem, will' never ' bhe the educational
force for the' devslopment. of a‘ cer
tain virile type of boys that the uni
varsity school was. e

Unfortigately few of thess schools:
were incorporated and endowed, an
go thay had little chance of survivin
when the collagzes and unlversities en
tered: into competition with® them. P

It may notiyet' beltoo late to save
thia class. of achoolito the State, and
it1s to be  hoped that: some lars
minded. Virginlans will arise-who vill
e “Huch 'schools! as Massathusett
Has  still, i and’ which : Virglnia “ mus
have ! we are golng to make the mo
.0f! ouripeople. by means of edu
and make suchipeople as ths Vi
Echaols “made)/in’ the past. i ea

"It is a great mistake to think tha
there: {8: noiroom| for  tho' university,
tralning, school If we are to have: the =
public high/schools., I'yield to nolonet
inimy admirationof | the publia’high
school,  but I know,
Thera iz both X
gchoels, “ T 'meed’ not' undertaks?
prove: this, 'but'T would only ‘calliat="§
tentlon to the fact that Massachusetts,,
iwhich® has ‘the: very best high' schoolui
inthe ‘country, and such|as’ Virgin
fa not lkely to have for a/quarter.of
A century, ‘has neyertheless the Ilarg:
est inumber of the very finest type’
privately supported academles for th
trainlng | of boys,  No frlends,  ther
fore, of Southern education’iwlll
sire to ‘ses a polley pursued by wh
wea shall he robbed! of  these acadi
mies In | which "ths men’ who made |
Virginln in olden times were nurtured
while tho North Is  'amply: ‘provide
with schools ' that perform, &' simiia
Iunction with oup unlversity schoo!
The worlk  of educating: a peoples’ fa
Itfe is ‘an’ enormous task, land . th
State should encourage its citizens
fostor and endow/ all, tried ‘mesns fo
that ‘purpose, Hence, I say ! that ab
operation and recognitlon of tha func
tlons. of various  types of' schoo
one'of the greatest needs In the Sout
to-day,  The success of Indlvidual fnsl
stitutions 18 & small matter com
with the good of‘the whole neopls.:
thpse headsiof. institutions 'who.
Bus a . pollcy which' tends 'to' hre
down any: one kind of school whig
:5;.911”31 ;0 the. good of the wh
taKe, - n  fearful res r
el van .Donslbility_. .upon ¢
. thei recently. appolnted ‘Educatior
ﬁﬂmn‘l};wl?ni' Will, it {a’ hope;a,'ac:“o 2

: Tglnia  townrds " " =

the wiser Dolioy’ by which' tha o i/
tlon of each kind of school mow exist
ing! may’ be sharply defined and’on
Peopla baimada tolses that thars/in}
Work encugh for each kind.” This will!
tend to cause such'n ‘wholasols pubs
lc sentimont' that the (ndlvidualschog
will lose coste 1271t doos not Keep teo.
its own!legitimate ‘work ! and
does not carefully snforce entrance ol
quirenients which will lnsure ite dolng
the work which |ia/ marked out. for it:
and which It clalms to do. | i
: Bvenjnschools supported by Stat
faxes we now find the policy Dl_:ré'uo

maney. to inatitutions’which 'alaim .t
ha davat_ed to' tha higher learning, and;
much of /that money'|s uged in'teachs
ing boya and giris who ‘should 'halin.
thalocal high' schools or in’ academiss
I know ‘well! ths arzuments by, whic
thesa  Institutions  Justify’ themasslves
It:1s saldithat the pupils have Ko highi
schools ‘at ‘their hames; hut'the faat.
thelmost influentinl men In tha’ com.
munity can 'send thelr children o't
;ln tnatitution of ‘higher lsarning: and.
ut: the  mos US| piare r
have thamo Emﬁ;ni’ligltlt?\gs lﬂ;?-m
branches, these! tend to. prevent. th.
local high'school from belng natab
lished, ! whereas, 1t 'these  student
‘were, not allowed to) enter the'gal
leged: and normal {ostitutes. thelriiin
fluantlal parents would/ ba Intersate
in establishing a high school,/and
high schdal yyould be soon catablish

L 1 clalmed " that! soma  com:
munities | could’ not pnasibly  astah
high scunools. Then let suchi sty
who want 'to enter colleges
mal:inatitutos ba sentto’ nelghbo;
high 'schools or: academies;
expenges would cartainly benc
‘than in ‘a callege of normal
Thus the latter: class'of 'n
deyote :m}:; L
o, 5 &
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